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Wednesday, May 2Qth.

I wrote a complete short story, "The Tight Hand", 2^30*
words. A good idea, rather spoilt ; funny, really humorous, but
not enough construction to it, and the eSect rather anticipated.
But I couldn't do it again. With me, the rough has to go with
the smooth. I know I have been right in always refusing to do
anything twice over, or to alter anything, once done. M. was
in Paris. I had finished at 3 p.m.

After tea I sought out all the books I have acquired during
the year, and ranged them apart. At the end of the year I shall
visually know what I have done in the way of book-getting. I
then had to decide what I should read, of heavy stuf , and I
settled on Lewes's " History of Philosophy ". Madame B -
came. Speaking of her cat she said : " I give him everything,
except liberty. I can't give him that because I haven't got
it/'

Friday, May 22nd.

Learnt this afternoon that we are cut off from telegraphic com-
munication with Paris ; yesterday's storm blew down two kilo-
metres of telegraph poles on the other side of Melun. Not a
word about these disasters in the Continental Daily Mail, of
course. It was full of its third anniversary and of the horrible
agonies of a man in U.S.A. who died slowly of hydrophobia.

Saturday, May
To-day I seemed to get a little nearer the state of mind and the
mode of life that I have aimed at, I finished the story " The
Glimpse " for the Xmas No. of Black and White (much too good,
too spiritual). It gave me a headache. In the afternoon I
continued reading Lewes's " History of Philosophy ", which I
have undertaken in all its bigness.
While reading it I was seized again with the idea of learning
Latin decently ; it was so strong that I could scarcely keep my
attention on the book. Another example of the undiscipline of
the brain.              ,
Yet I have gradually got my brain far better under control
than most people. Always haunted by dissatisfaction at the
discrepancy between reason and conduct ! No reason why con-
duct should not conform to the ideas of reason, except inefficient
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